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2010 Diary on back page

DISCLAIMER AND WARNING "Wireless Review”, the official newsletter of the Historical
Wireless Society of South East Queenszland Inc. often contains *articles regarding mains-operated
valve radios and associated equipment. Wording of *articles and opinions exprezsed herein are those
of the *arficle authors/contributors and correspondents and do not necessarily reflect the views or
policies of this Society, the Sociely's Committee, Society members or itz publishers. Whilst the
publishers take due care and diligence in the preparation of thiz newsletter they take no responsibility
or liability for any mistakes, misprints, omissions, nor guarantee the truth and accuracy of any
*article. Persons acting on any opinion, advice, fact or advertisement, published in this issue do zo at
their own risk. The Society, Society Committee, Society members or its publishers bear no
respongsibility or liability for any loss or injury suffered by any person who relies wholly or in part
upon advice or fact in any *article, of any nature, contained therein. *Articles must be submitted with
author's name and address which can be withheld from publication on request. To operate such
appliances requires high voltages at lethal levels and as a conzequence can constitute a setious risk
which could conceivably result in electrocution. Any modifications, alterations and/or servicing of
electronic equipment should only be attempted by qualified persons. In addition an isolation
transformer should be used at all times when working on AC/DC appliances as the chassis of such
equipment is often connected to one side of the mains power supply.
*article/s incorporate - articless, circuitis, advice, facti, advertisement/s
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It seems 2010 is getting off to a good start. Sufficient articles for this publication have been
forthcoming, and an extra club day—President’'s Day—has been added to the calendar. I
think this will be a fun day to attend. See the program on Page 9.

I am always looking for ways to improve the magazine. This issue sees a couple of
changes. First “Market Place’” has been removed—due to lack of interest, but any received
will find a place elsewhere in the magazine, and in its place is the “Member Profile”.
President Rob volunteered to do the first article (P 22). Requirements are that you provide
a photo and the story on how you became interested in Radio Collecting. Initially commit-
tee members will be contributors and then it will be open to all. I found Rob’s extremely
interesting.

This vear sees my sixth vear as Editor of your magazine. Although not a “radio buff” I'm
happy to continue in this position unless someone else puts a hand up. Thank you to Stuart
Irwin for his assistance with the last magazine. Having an assistant editor with radio
knowledge leads to more accurate information.

Lurline Slater

President’s Report

The New Year is upon us again and it was good to see a big turmn out for the first meeting
for the year at Darra. About 535 members were at the ready to pick up some nice items
amongst the 130 plus lots being auctioned. There was some very nice 1920°s gear that
went under the hammer along with the huge valve complete in its shipping case. I did hear
someone say that it was the last large valve the club had to sell.

Again I ask that if any member has an idea for an activity or wishes that the club organise a
particular session then please come forward and speak with a committee member. The
committee is working for the benefit of all society members so make sure you have your
5ay.

Following on from the ideas presented at Darra for the additional club get together in
April. I can now advise that at the last committee meeting we ratified the President’s Bare-
foot Bowls Day, to be held on April 18. It will be an action packed day consisting of “My
Favourite Radio™ which will be a show and tell session. There will be a trading table set up
for members to trade, sell or barter quality radios. Yes, providing they are “quality”,
valves are acceptable. Then we can enjoy a game of bowls and lunch. The more partici-
pants we have for bowls the better it will be for a very interesting day. See the advert else-
where in the magazine for more details. (Note: it was suggested that if the top of your feet
don’t get to see much sun, then wear a pair of socks.)

Also, I would like to remind you that the Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA) is celebrat-
ing 100 years as an amateur radio organisation. This is a wonderful achievement and I
believe it to be the oldest amateur radio organisation in the world. Congratulations WIA.

Rob Zanchetta



Secretary’s Report

Hello members, and all the best for 2010,

Well this vear certainly got away to good start with the first auction of 2010 at the Ce-
mentco Bowls Club at Darra on 31%. January. We had an excellent turn out of members
with about 130 items to be sold. As usual Shirley and Warren put on the meal for one and
all. This involves quite a lot of work for both Shirley and Warren and I'm sure all mem-
bers appreciate the effort that they both put in to making the day the success that it was.
On behalf of all members I would like to say THANK YOU for all your time and effort.

At this auction the President suggested that we have a bare foot bowls day and asked for a
show of interest from those present. As a result it was decided at the last Committee
Meeting that this would be held on Sunday 18" April at Cementco Bowls Club. Rob has
probably mentioned this event in his report and details are elsewhere in this magazine.
This is a new idea and is all about having a bit of fun. No doubt the Society has some
bowlers in its ranks and I’'m sure that any advice given by them will be gratefully received
by the novices.

So do come along and try something different. I'm sure that you will enjoy the experi-
ence.

Well that’s about all for the present, and I look forward to seeing you on the 14" March at
Wynnum North State School. Happy collecting.

Gordon.
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Treasurer's Report

The club successfully gained a grant of $1558.

We have purchased two gazebos with sides, and 4 camping chairs. These will be used for
outside displays at shows, exhibitions and events where we deal with the public.

This includes $500 for petrol, so the Events Coordinator and his helpers can be reim-
bursed, when they travel to public displays put on by the club.

Money not spent by the end of September must be refunded.

The club currently has a balance of around $23,000 in funds. It is hoped this can be built
up to $30,000, so that interest on investments will cover club costs, particularly the news-
letter.

The club numbers are expected to fall as time goes on; there will be less money coming
in, and outgoings will increase e.g. the cost of hall hire and insurance.
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There should be no reason in the foreseeable future to raise subscriptions. The building up
of funds will ensure this.

I trust that club members will be happy with this policy, and I look forward to vour feed-
back.

Peter Hadgraft
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Auctioneers Report —Darra Cementco 29 January 2010

With plenty of reminders sent to members prior to our first Auction for 2010, the Darra Auc-
tion was very successful. Traditionally the first auction of the year is a big auction. There were
some 15 members who submitted 130 items and there were 37 club items. It's interesting to
note that out of the 130 items submitted 91 items came from only 3 members, in other words
70% of the items came from approximately 2% of our members-a special thanks to all those
members who made the auction such a success.

Some highlights of the auction were a nice Bullphone Horn Speaker (5130), 1920’s Magna
Coustian TRF set ($210), nice 1930 HMYV table model radio {$120). Although handed in be-
cause reserves weren’t reached; some nice examples of American Arvin and Emerson ‘520’
radios in beautiful condition. Highest amount went for a mint condition 1950's Kreisler 11-36
table-gram $320. Our auctions continue to source some healthy items, although good quality
radio items are becoming scarcer. | encourage members to bring their unwanted item/s. Place
a reasonable reserve and you could be surprised and what good prices our auctions can se-
cure,

Our next Auction is SUNDAY MARCH 14th , at Wynnum North State School (see elsewhere in
this magazine for details) and at this stage I'm promised interesting items including some early
1920's wireless books, 1920's wireless sets, Bakelite radios and lots of valves. If you don’t have
an email address and would like to discuss an item you’re thinking of entering in the auction,
call me on 5471 1062

Till then —John Murt Auctioneer
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Next Committee
Meeting
16 May 10 am

Peter Hadgraft
17 Paxton St
Holland Park

NEXT CLUB EVENT

General Meeting

14 March
Wynnum North State School
Prospect St
Wynnum North

Deadline for
articles for next
issue
June 3

Out-of-date Email
Addresses

jenn1e@dodo.com.au
radlington@optusnet.com
paul.chetcuti@bigpond.com

Presiden’t Day

Darra Cementco Bowls Club

Darra-Cementco Bowls Club is lo-

cated near the Darra Railway Sta-
tion, just a 2 minute stroll.

4 Station Ave, Darra
UBD Map 198 A,14

BOOT SALE

Gumdale Community Hall
New Cleveland Rd Gumdale
UBD map 183 B,1
Sunday 23 May 8.30 a.m.

FULLY QUALIFIED TECHNICIAN
RESTRICTED ELECTRICAL LICENCE
NO 40535
REPAIRS TO ALL VALVE RADIOS &
CAR RADIOS
MT GRAVATT RADIO & TV SERVI(E
PH;- 07 3275 2500
Rudy Transield




Fred Clowk with -his
winning entry for

“Annytihing radio- or
electronic’” made by
the entront
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President’s Day

The Darra Cementco Bowls Club has been booked for the President's Day on
Sunday 18th April 2010...

Cost will be $7 per person for the Bowls or $10 pp if we include the BBQ

lunch. Generally the BBQ is shags on a bread, nothing too fancy. | indicated
that we will take the BBQ option... Drinks will be available over the bar... This will
free up any need to do our own catering for the day....

Presidents Day

Start 8:30am

Member Trading Table 8:30am - 10:00am

My Favourite / Special Radio (setup) 8:30am - 10:00am
Barefoot Bowls 10:00am to 12:00 noon

BBQ lunch 12:00 - 12:30pm

My Favourite / Special Radio (talk) 12:30pm - Close

Member Trading Table: Members can bring along a nhumber of "Quality" radios
or directly related items such as valves, rare books etc. Members can buy, trade,
swap items amongst themselves.

My Favourite (special) Radio: Members bring along their favourite / special
radio (or a good quality pic ). The items will be placed on a time line according to
year of manufacture. Then in turn each owner gives a short talk as to why it is
personally special.

Rob Zanchetta

Brisbane City Council Radio Station of 1927 as re-
ported by a PERSON in the Courier Newspaper.

This excerpt is only part of the newspaper article

“The stations call sign was VKP and was on call 7 days 24 hours the frequency is un-
known at this date, the wave length was below the Domestic broadcast band

It supplied an essential services to the Council itself , plus the Tramway service the
Ambulance service and the Police service; it was also stated that there were 35 Mobile

units capable of receiving this frequency, and was the only Australian station doing this
work.

The radio control room staff man on duty had 15 telephone lines for in coming calls
whether complaints of power loss or police or ambulance required calls and then used
the radio system , one would guess to notify all umits

This was not a powerful system but was available as far as Redcliffe.”




“Southern Cross” Progress Report.
Update 1

From early reports, it appears that the “Southern Cross” radiogram could have been made
in Sydney, New South Wales by Arthur Courtney or his staff of “Resurrection Radio”
fame.

I am waiting further information. There are huge gaps in my information still. One is the
seemingly conflict of two names of “Southern Cross”, one a radiogram and the second, an
engine or windmill.

Update 2

More information to light. A list of "Australian Radio Brand Names" from Doug
Dowling has an entry for "Southern Cross Radio -Sydney for 1954 to 1955". It 1s
not known what happened here as the Company could have been absorbed by another
Company or forced out of business by competitors. The time frame is incorrect with

my model.(26th Sept 1958 ).

It is said that a local manufacturer somewhere in the Fortitude Valley/Bowen Hills/
Newstead area manufactured "Southern Cross" radios. No information is known
except the person's name was "Sandy".

All this information is hearsay, and more investigation is required. This raises

more questions than what it answers, such as :- Is my radiogram a Queensland
model, not a Sydney model, date of manufacture and manufacturer's location, etc. ?

Update 3

From early reports, it appears that the radiogram electronics was a commercial prod-
uct, already assembled, and all that was required, was to add a wooden cabinet.
Some advertisements could provide this wooden cabi-

net, and the turntable as well. REAR

3 shallow holes
I have included a cut out for the turntable 2-9em diameler

which could be anything such as :- Garrard, lmm deep
(For $prings)

B.8.R., Dual, Collaro, Plessey or something
available at the time.
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I interviewed a person who was offered a Southern Cross radiogram, and he
was told that the cabinet was made of red cedar, cut down on the property
of the “firm™. It was said to be made by an emplovee. This raises another
question. My radiogram is made of ply with wooden veneer, and who made it?

I am told it is a "model CDG" ( the perspex under the four controls
has a designation CDG586 ). This appears to be a "Manufacturer’s Identifier
Model number"”. I doubt that this information will be available to the
public at large, and the name of the firm will remain unknown. I have found
three firms who advertised such items for sale in the Radio, T.V. and Hob-
bies magazine. The list is below. I am looking for information to confirm the
above details. Any help would be appreciated. Many thanks.

H.B. Radio products Classic Radio A.C.E. Radio
103-05 Catherine St 245 Parramatta Rd 136 Victoria Rd
Sydney NSW Haberfield NSW Marrickville

Sydney  NSW

Quick Fix

When things get TOO old, it's probably advisable to replace ALL paper condensors.
With the not-so-old radios that I encounter, my policy is to replace the output valve
plate bypass and grid coupler, the driver valve erid coupler and any AVC bypasses.
Then I measure the back-bias resistor, the B+ dropping resistor, the driver valve plate
load, and the dropper to the RF/Conv/IF screens - replacing where necessary.

This means that I would never replace a B+ or screen bypass, unless they were getting
hot or falling apart!

Oz-wireless chat-room
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Restoring a

Philco 90

After the release of the superhet patent restric-
tions by RCA many U.S. manufacturers pro-
duced superhets in 1931. Philco produced the
model 70 that year which in the cathedral cabinet
became the classic cathedral design. They also
made the more up market and larger model 90
which had 9 valves compared to the model

70's 7.

The late twenties and early thirties were times of
rapid technological advancement in radio design and this is reflected in the Philco 90.
There were thus three versions of this radio. The first version used an anode bend detec-
tor and push pull type 45s in the output. The second version had diode detection, AGC
and one of the new type 47 pentodes in the output. The third version had two type 47
valves in the output and used the new variable mu type 35 in the RF and IF amplifiers.

I was recently asked to restore a Philco 90 of the second type. I was given the chassis and
speaker which were in fairly average condition with decades of dark corrosion over the
above chassis components. I looked underneath and realized that this was unlikely to be
an easy job. For a long time this radio had housed mice and what a mess! The under
chassis cavity was full of tiny bits of cloth, thread, wool and paper which completely ob-
scured most of the components. My first job was to get rid of this but it was not easy. I
first tried blowing it out with compressed air but with limited success. All the bits were
well anchored down and entangled with the wiring. I then tried a vacuum cleaner but this
was equally meffective. I finally had to pick each bit out one by one with the vacuum go-
ing and I eventually had the chassis clear. This revealed that the chassis and many com-
ponents had suffered from mouse urine and had severe corrosion in places. The wiring
had also suffered with the insulation missing from much of it.

I should mention here that the underside layout of the chassis is a real mess, with many
mid-air connections and rats nest wiring. This is in contrast with most Australian radios
of the time that were quite neatly built with capacitor blocks and tag boards. Despite the
advanced circuit specifications this radio gives the impression it was built down to a price.

My next task was to test the transformer and coil windings for continuity. All the LF.,
R.F., and mains transformer windings were good as were surprisingly the output trans-
former primary and speaker field coil. I usually count on at least one being O.C. when I
restore a set.
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audio section. I also replaced all the block bypass capacitors as they tested very leaky. I
left the capacitor blocks in place but cut the leads off. The AGC bypass capacitors were
also replaced. All the valves tested good except one of the 24As which was replaced.

Only one of the valves appeared original being a Philco brand 227 which tested fine. I
replaced the power plug and cord and it was time for a try out.
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Philco 90 & 90A 2nd type

Above serial no. 237001
I.F. 260 kHz
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