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DISCLAIMER AND WARNING "Wireless Review", the official newsletter of the Historical
Wireless Society of South East Queensland Inc. often contains *articles regarding mains-operated
valve radios and associated equipment. Wording of *articles and opinions expressed herein are those
of the *article authors/contributors and correspondents and do not necessarily reflect the views or
policies of this Society, the Society's Committee, Society members or its publishers. Whilst the
publishers take due care and diligence in the preparation of this newsletter they take no responsibility
or liability for any mistakes, misprints, omissions, nor guarantee the truth and accuracy of any
*article. Persons ading on any opinion, advice, fact or advertizement, published in this issue do =0 at
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responsibility or liability for any loss or injury suffered by amy person who relies wholly or in part
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Editorial

A couple of weeks ago I was in panic mode owing to the fact that I had insufficient articles
for the magazine. Peter Hadgraft, always an energetic contributor, had been very quiet this
time round. This illustrates the fact that we need more contributors. It is not a big deal to
write an article on a radio, accompanied by pictures, that has been restored. However
thanks to Stuart and Graham we now have a full magazine.

Following the editorial are some replies to articles which appeared in previous maga-
zines—a section I'll call Comments. Also commencing P 16 there is feedback from Stuart
Irwin to a past article on Universal Power Supply. David Brownsey provides suggestions
concerning the same article on P 10,

Something to ponder:- Should something happen to you, have you made your intentions
clear concerning your wishes for your collection?

Lurline Slater

Comments

I enjoved reading the article “Was It Worth It?” by Stuart Irwin covering the problems
experienced in repairing the Astor Mickey HQ. This revived a few memories of the Astor
Mickey acquired by my father in 1953 when we moved to Wavell Heights. The other set
in the lounge room was a console “Wagner” Music Masters c. 1947, I had a long conver-
sation with Stuart discussing the problems that presented themselves. I still have the Astor
Mickey HQ from 1953 and it has had few repairs and adjustments over the years, and,
while basically functioning, is demonstrating low gain. I would like to follow up this prob-
lem later.

About two vears ago, I acquired a “BUSH” DAB
+ TRBZDAB retro classic radio. The cabinet
style is similar to the early 1960s portable transis-
tors. A review of this set and five others appeared
in the Courier Mail on July 20, 2011. The
“BUSH" was selected as the editor’s choice. Oth-
er brands included Tivoli, Grundig and Kogan.
From trials with the set, it appears to have a good
range on the AM and FM bands. A low frequen-
cy band 1s supplied and occasionally some ma-
rine and air weather information is received.

Bill Oliver



In our September edition 2010 an underground antenna was described by Kevin Steel. The
article described his experiment fully, so anybody could, if they wish, duplicate this. A
gentleman who lives in the hills north of Brisbane apparently didn't bother to do this at all
but from his own superior knowledge pooh-poohed the system. Unfortunately for him,
greater brains than his, had described in their various books this same system, and no doubt
stated its effectiveness extremely well. I speak of Nichola Tesla in various publications,
Drakes radio encyclopaedia, Harmsworth radio book and Alfred Ghirardi also makes men-
tion of the earth inducing a signal wave.

At the end of this bloke’s tirade he states the only effective way to determine the efficiency
of this aerial would be with a computerised data logger.

The gentleman lives on acreage and has supposedly been acknowledged to be able to do
this and perhaps he should before he goes making any more statements.
Fred Clark
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President’s Report

Welcome to another edition of Wireless Review.

The past twelve months has been most interesting as we continued to get enquiries forus to
participate at various events and shows. I would like to congratulate the volunteers who
take on this very important duty and make their time available to represent our society.
BTW we are always looking for new volunteers to help out.

On August 17, we also had the pleasure of hosting a presentation by Correin Mass from the
Netherlands who is capable of reproducing speaker fabric from an original sample piece.
Several members came along to hear a most interesting talk on the process involved to get
to a final product. Some sample pieces were on display and I have to say look very good.
If vou have any interest than check out her web site at www.corrienmass.nl which contains
details of fabrics she has already reproduced.

This year our AGM is being held on September 25% (@ Darra Cementco Bowls Club. This
is an important event on our calendar so I’'m looking forward to seeing vou all there.

Again I ask that if any member has an 1dea for an activity or wishes that the club organise a
particular session then please come forward and speak with a committee member. The
committee 15 working for the benefit of all society members so make sure you have vour

Say.

The festive season is just around the corner and we have arranged a Xmas Luncheon for
early December. It’s an opportunity to share those interesting stories, have a nice lunch
and maybe pick up an interesting radio item from the quality auction. It would be good to
see many of you there.

Rob Zanchetta



AUCTIONEERS REPORT

Ferny Hills Fishing Club Auction Sunday 17* July 2011

The Ferny Hill’s Fishing Club Auction was a great success with 18 members submitting
some 175 items and some 5/6 club items, making it the biggest Auction for the year. Pace
was pretty fast right from the start as we had an enormous amount to get through. Lots of
valves went to good homes due to a number of members having great clean-outs. Some
early 1920°s hom and armature type speakers fetched the highest prices of around $100.
The 1920°s European speaker was unusual and in very nice condition. An Amplion with
wooded fretted horn went for good value at only $85. A “Howard® Console created a bit
of interest, and no, it wasn’t named after one of our well known members - it went for
$60. The average spend per items appears to be around $20. Special thanks to out new
Asgistant Auctioneer- Gordon Wiseman who did a great job logging items in. Thanks also
to those who helped. Our next Auction is Sunday 25t of September, at Darra Ce-
mentco Bowls Club which promises to a big one.

NB The Committee has decided that only those deemed by the Auctioneer as his helpers

will be allowed in the auction sale area after the auction commences.
This directive is in keeping with general auction procedure.

Cheers John Murt AUCTIONEER

| Tt's Time for nominations for
| 0ffice bearers and committee Welcome New Member
]

Justin Lawson

Dud Emails

achapman@cim.com.au—Andrew Chap-
man

astroboy1010@msm.com—Peter Ward

canobolas@gmail.com—John Scanlan

mmsi@powerand cartwright.com—
Marcus Schmidt
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Next Committee
Meeting
10 am start Christmas Lunch
13 November
Slater Residence 3 December
Moreton Bay Trailer
Boat Club
Deadline for
articles for next See included flyer for
—— details.
4 Nov

NEXT CLUB EVENT
AGM

25 Septemhber 2011
Darra Cementco Bowls Club

Darra-Cementco Bowls Club is located near the Darra Railway
Station, just a 2 minute stroll.

4 Station Ave, Darra

Huge Garage Sale—Malcolm McIntosh

When:- 10am 16 October Where:- 26 Branch Creek Rd, Clear Mountain

VWe are down-sizing prior to selling our property at Clear Mountain then moving to
a smaller house and land. To that end | will be selling some radios, repair parts.
Mantel Radios, old Ferris portables, old car radios both valve & Transistor.

Repair parts include lots of valve output transformers, power transformers and
chokes. Lots of old & new knobs; some loudspeakers.... Telephones, Meters,
Valve shields, coils, vibrators, volume controls, loop antennas, Indicators, switch-
es, old pickup ams etc., lots of give-aways , Everything must go, | don't want to
make any of it land fill! At the September auction | will provide an update.




See story eppasite.




CRYSTAL SET SUB GROUP

The crystal sub group of our society had its second meeting Tuesday
evening 2 August at Ron Everingham’'s residence. Members Doug
Dowling, John Nicholson, Fred Clark, Ralph Nankervis, John Johnston,
Ches Bassingthwaighte, Graham Anning, Ray Creighton, and Peter
Forbes braved the winter night to attend.

The main purpose of the evening was for Ron to demonstrate the set
up as detailed in Wireless Review June 2011 to receive long distance
(DX) MW stations with the crystal receiver. Station 4QD at Emerald Q.
was chosen for the test and after the adjustments were made the au-
dio was received. The propagation was such that reception would fade
right away and then build up again to good headphone strength. Dis-
cussion took place on the equipment set up and also about one valve
regenerative receivers (Mainly about the “Hiker” using the type 49
valve). All agreed that the evening events were beneficial and that a
further get together should happen.

Ray Creighton offered to have the next meeting at his residence on
Sunday at 9 AM 20 November. Ray's address is:- 4 Grandis Court
Everton Hills. Please advise Ray if you are attending on 33541107 or
email sablesoft@gmail.com

(). THE OIL PRESSURE LIGHT FLICKERS ON & OFF + STAYS ON FOR 5 SE-
CONDS...

("85 Ford Van. 302c.1. 98,000.0 Miles. Dip stick shows on the full line with 50W. oil.)
I put the 50W. Oil in was because I thought there was a Rod Knock; But, when I re-
placed the Vibration Damper, + Belt drive that had egg shaped holes & Loose bolts ~
The Knock went away . Next oil change, I'm putting in 20/50W.

A. If you have any black electrical tape, or in a pinch duct tape, here's what to do.
Take a small piece of either type of tape and place it directly over the o1l light. If
electrical tape, two thicknesses may be required for night time use. You will find that

this "fix" is much less expensive than having the engine rebuilt.

If, in the future, you start to hear knocking sounds coming from the motor, I have
found that increasing the volume of the radio to the point that the knocking noise is
drowned out can yield many more miles of carefree driving in the old heap before any
huge outlay of $ is required.




"Universal Power Supply Design and Construction™ Article.

"Wirelegss Review". Volume 13, Issue No. 4. June 2011.

Pages 16, 17, 1&8. Suggested Additions.

Congratulations to Matthew for an excellent article. However, there are some alterations
which may be tailor-made to the individual needs.

Consider these altererations: —

1. Depending on your needs and the size of the junk box, consider an LM317K I.C. instead
of theLM338k.

2. With reference to the switch and the different positions, some switches operate make
space — open circuit — make. Others operate May — may — changeover. It is possible that
at one instance, the switch position is open circuit with disastrous results, a spike.

3. An alternative method of selecting odd resistor values. Obtain the next higher value,
connect an "R" box to all in parallel with the multimeter and start twiddling the knobs.
This is the value of the resistor required in parallel.

4. Note: — depending on the voltage D.C. output of the rectifier bridge, the "Unwanted
Power" as to be dissipated in the regulated device. It is good design policy to have a large
heatsink installed on the regulator device.

5. If it is critical, for a fixed voltage output, a suitable zener diode and resistor in series can
be connected across the output.

6. Be careful that certain manufacturer's specifications may vary with components and
some resistor values may need to be altered.

7. It is observed that the output capacitor value of 0.47 pF, 250 volts will not work. Rea-

son. With the output voltage of about 12 Vv, this capacitor will not form up and appear as
an open circuit. Do not use tag tantalum capacitors at a military/industrial grade tantalum
of 0.47 or 0.1 pF but about 35V will work. The reason is, for reliability, continuous use
and low impedance accept abuse and are much larger in size. The same consideration is
for the 0.1 pF 100 volts capacitor war. The military or industrial grade capacitor is cylindri-
cal with pigtails, usually silver in colour with a clear plastic covering.

s ounmansy

Assistant Ed:- David’s criticism of the use of a 0.47 pF 250 V capacitor across the output assumes
that it is an electrolytic type, which it is not, according to the circuit. The use of electrolytic capaci-
tors at a lot lower than their rated voltage causes no problems with modern components. Even with
old stock ones, that need reforming, the worst that will happen is that it will reform to a lower volt-
age, but a higher capacity. Under no circumstances will it appear as an open circuit.

10



The Peeple’s Radio

At a recent Committee Meeting | became interested in Peter Hadgraft’'s latest acquisi-
tion—The People’s Radio. | took photos and decided to do research on it for a possible
article (At this time | was desperate for articles. Believe me this was the only way I'd be-
come interested in radios, other than listening to them.) Since then Peter has come on
board to give us some bhackground information, after which there will be further infor-
mation.

Lurline Slater

Der Volksempfanger

| was trawling through Ebay a few years ago, and came across this DKE38 radio, the peo-
ple’s radio, complete with eagle and swastika insignia. | checked back some time later,
when | realised what a fascinating object it was. It was no longer there, as it turned out
that it was against Ebay policy to display Nazi symbols.

This radio was one of a series produced by the regime before and during the war, simple
insensitive radios with fixed tuning, set for listening to propaganda broadcasts. A warning
label on the back panel reminded the listener of the penalty for listening to anything other
than party-approved material.

The radio then turned up on vkham.com, and | successfully applied to purchase it. A Dutch-
man had picked it up at a flea market in Linz, Austria, and brought it back to Sydney. He
then asked a friendly Australian to sell it for him, and here we are. More recently, | was
lucky to get spare valves {at $50 a throw) on Ebay, from another Dutchman in Australia.
The DKE38 is an AC/DC transformer-less set, running on a nominal 220V, with two valves,
one half-wave rectifier and one triode-pentode. The circuit appears to make the frequency
response sharply selective, so it was most unlikely a near neighbouring station would be
heard.

Peter Hadgraft
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Perhaps remembering how, in 1918, Allied propaganda had shattered German morale and
the cohesiveness of their armed forces, Hitler had Goebbels make a determined effort that
Germans would hear the Nazi voice and not others.

A radio receiver for the people, Volksempfanger VE 301 — whose model number repre-
sents the day on which the Nazis seized power, January 30 — was quickly developed and
introduced in 1933. All German manufacturers were subsequently required to produce
models of the People's Radio set for the standard price of 76 Reichsmarks
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The People’s Radio had a simple dial, no shortwave and is only marked for German fre-

quencies.
In case there’s any doubt, a bright orange tag was hooked to the tuning knob.

It reads: “Think about this: Listening to joreign broadcasts is a crime against the nation-
ai security of our people. It is a Fuehrer Order punishable by prison at hard labor."
Later in the war, listening to foreign radio was punishable by death. . .but at the same

time, late in the war, the hunger and need for better war information may have made more
(Germans take a chance.
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